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STAIRWELL OPENING

RISE

GOING PITCH LINE

FLOOR
TO
FLOOR
HEIGHT

FLOOR
TO
CEILING
HEIGHT

* Building Regulation do not specify a clear tread width for 
straight stairs. Measurements are for guidance only.

STRAIGHT/QUATER/HALF TURN

Main Stair

Max Rise 220mm

220mmMin Going

N.B. Pitch line should not 
exceed 42 °

Clear Tread 
Width 800mm*

Secondary Stair

Max Rise 220mm

220mmMin Going

N.B. Pitch line should not 
exceed 42 °

Clear Tread 
Width 600mm

EXTRACT FROM BS5395 part 2 Minimum Clear  
Tread Width Riser Height Minimum  

Inner Going
Minimum  

Centre Going    
Maximum  

Outer Going

Category A – Small Private Stair
Secondary domestic stair intended to be 
used by a limited number of people who 
are generally familiar with the stair.

600mm – typical 
minimum diameter 

1500mm
170-220mm 120mm 145mm 350mm

Category B – Main Private Stair
Similar to category A but also providing 
the main access to the upper floor of a 
private dwelling.

800mm – typical 
minimum diameter 

1800mm
N.B – 900mm in 

Scotland

170-220mm 120mm 190mm 350mm

Category C – Small Semi Public Stair
Small commercial stair providing access      
for up to 50 people. Intended to be used 
by those generally familiar with the stair.
Centre column handrail required.

800mm – typical 
minimum diameter 

2000mm
170-220mm 150mm 230mm 350mm
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